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Jr my may * proper to * the Rank, that 
the following Sermon was not compos d, with 


the leaſt intention of printing it; and that it is 


now printed, on account of the many Jaye reports 
malevolentiy ſpread concerning it. 

Having @ regular ſummons to the Uni roy 
Pulpit, the author imagin d; that, af this time of 
National danger, it might be particularly ſeaſon- 


able to addreſs bis learned Audience, in a Diſcourſe 


upon Chriſtian Fortitude. And, he the more rea- 
dily determin'd on this fubjee, as not having yet 
learnt the timid maxim of the men of worldly pru- 
dence ; who . for fear of offending others — or, 


for fear diſſerving thengelves ---. or," for fear of 


being unfaſtuonable cun, in ſuch days as theſes 
keep ſilence, yea, even from good words, 


The love of Religion in very many waxing cold, 


and ſome even. of the Teachers of it nat being fuffi- 
cently animated with true Chriſtian Zeal; could it 


be improper to endeavour (avatwruw, 2 Tim. 1,6) 
to kindle up a living flame in their hearts? Mz- 


ſhould not only fludy to inform the Judgment, bur 
alſe firive to warm the Affections: their Diſ- 
ei, like Marble, cold and unani- 
Tan" a2 -* mated; 


nifters f the Goſpel (it is bumbly apprehended) 


UP 2 


L 0 4 
| mated, tho, like Marble, poliſb d in the flyle, and 
rich in the vein of reaſoning. 
No excellence of this, or indeed of any, kind 
claim'd by the following Sermon. The author 2 2 
tends to no other merit contain d in it, than an bo- 
neft zeal for the true honour and happineſs of his 
Brethren. And if, by this animating principle, he 
was led to exceed, a few minutes, in the length of 
this Sermon; be hopes to be forgiven this wrong. 
| Should the flyle of it appear uncommon, from the 
Tagen: uſeof Seriſture phraſes; fuch phraſes will, 
| . perhaps, - ſpeak their orm propriety. If not ; their 
| apology may be this — that, if Dr. Middleton, 
| hen writing the life of Cicero, could ſuppoſe, it 
would give both a luftre and authority to a ſen- 
1 timent, to deliver it in the very words of Cice- 
ro; it is imagin d, luſtre and authority may be 
ure eminently deri vd to Scripture-Diſcourſes from 
properly introducing che very words of Holy 
meien | 
e ee debe 5 
dience, or to himſelf, as to think — that the fol- 
8 was be ſuch a firanger to the Goſpel, as to be igno-= 
45 rant — that the praiſe of men ought not to be the 
firfl motive with any Cbriſtian Preacher. Tet, as 


that ſecondary motive may be permitted to operate, 


1 in due ſubordination; be pes tht ae pred 


1 
men will neither judge the preſent ſubjeF ill-cho- 
ſen, nor the manner of treating it omg im- 
proper. 

He is the more ene on this head; Jeni 
the Sermon has been induſtriouſly repreſented, as 
containing almoſt every kind of abſurdity ; and 
threaten d with the fſevereft treatment, if it dar'd 
to make its appearance in public. But, what the 
author dar'd to preach in point of duty, he has 
dard to print in point of ſelf-defence ; left, from 
the reprefentations of his enemies, he ſhould be 
thought uncummoniy weak or wicked, when he has 

We nee: ver d the words of truth and ſoberneſs. 

I I has been judg d neceſſary to ſubjoin ſeveral 
Notes, meant to confirm certain points advanc d in 
tbe Sermon. And, as theſe will probably turn the 
edge of criticiſm n ſome of thoſe Gentlemen, who 
| have been precipitate in their private cenſures ; fo 
they may poſſibly prevail with others, eee ken. 
ſelves the trouble of public confutations. 

The author, from the y refelition be took 
to print this Sermon, determin'd to aſſure the Rea- 
der, as be now dres — that it is printed as it was 

d, WITHOUT THE LEAST KNOWN vA- 


RIATION. This @ffurance be gives ſolemnly and 
religioufly ; and is ready to atteft it, even upon 
Oath, if that ſhould be made neceſſary — eſpecial- 
hy, in caſe of any farther ſuggeſtion to the contrary 
from the chief Magiſtrate of this place. How 


* 


[ VI 3 
How cautious ſhould men be of giving riſe to in- 
Jurious reports Since a thing, once ſuggeſted, ſoon 
comes to be affirmd roundly; the tranſition from 
poſſible to probable, and from probable to certain, 
being not very unuſual : and eſpecially, where there 
is partiality in the relaters. As to the preſent re- 
port (which would fain excite the notion of a very 
material alteration) it pretends, when ſtrictiy ena 
min d, to neither more nor leſs than this — that the 
word even was omitted, in the copy left with Mr, 
V. Chancellor, in one paſſage where it was (appre- 
hended to be) ſpoke in the Puprt. Two places have 
been mention d, and both in p. 25; bne4 — in 
this Pulpit in particular (even in this Pulpit in 
particular); and line 23 — in this Place many 
(even in this Place many). As to the firft. in- 
ance, nothing needs be ſaid. And, as to the ſe- 
cond; would it not have been (confidering the times) 
ſufficiently complaiſant, to expreſs a perſuaſion =— 
that, even in this, ar even in any ONE Place, 
there would be Many Martyrs? However ; bad 
the word even been really wrote in the copy us 'd in 
the Pulpit, it ſhould not have been omitted in print: 
even, tho it bad been moſt juſtly cenſurable. The 
truth is, this harmleſs word was neither bere nor 
| there. But, tho never inſerted amongſt the words 
in line 4 or in line 233 it did indeed, and dots 
fill, occur between the two paſſages in line 18 (even 


[ VII 

in theſe days); and there it ſubmits itſelf to the 
ſovereſt criticiſm. But — bow great muſt be the 
propenſity to cavil ; where an infinuation of unfair 
practices could be grounded, and grounded fallly, 
upon ſo trifiing a particle And — what miſre- 
preſentations, more and greater continually, would 
| bave probably been added to the abundance of paſt 
defamation.; if the N Sermon had not been 
thus offer d to the candour of the Publicl 

Laſtly: to guard againſt any additional miſre- 
-preſentation (and, after what has paſs d, there cer- 
tainly cannot be too much caution) the author finds 
himſelf oblig'd to acquaint the Reader — That he 
waited on Mr. Vice-Chancellor, in the moſt reſpect- 
ful manner, to let Him know, be was advisd to 
print his Sermon; and to aſe, "whether He would 
pleaſe to give it His Imprimatur : — That, Mr, 
V. Chancellor defiring him 10 leave the Sermon, be 
 effur'd Him, he intended printing it exactly as it 
was d; but, had not the leaſt objection to 
leaving it for his peruſal ; and left it accordingly : 
= That, the next morning, be recetv'd from Mr. 
V. Chancellor (by his ſervant) the Sermon, return d 
without an Imprimatur; but with a Note, giv- 
ing bim free liberty to print it at the Univerſity- 
Preſs : — That he was ſurpriz'd at Mr. V. Chan- 
cellor's granting him as a favour what (be Yappre- 
bendedſhe X had an abſolute right to, as a Member 


4 vir TY 


of Convocation ; and, in MFG if bis oath (to | 
preſerve the privileges of the Univerſity) thought 


himſelf bound to proteſt againſt ſuch an encroach- 


ment, as would take from every other Member of 
Convocation his right to the Univerſity-Preſs, by 
fubjetting it to the deſpotiſm of One- Member only : 

— And, that therefore, he ſent Mr. V. Chancellor 
a Letter, wrote with ulkaurc ugferenre; partly, to 


proteſt againſt the grant of ſueb a licence; and 


partly to expreſs bis concern, that Mr. V. Chan- 
cellor ſhould, without aſſigning the leaſt reaſon, re- 
fuſe the cuſtomary ſanction of an Imprimatur. 
We Letter, being of a private nature, is not 
here printed; nor will it be printed, unleſs te 
publication be made neceſſary by Hill greater or 


more public miſrepreſentations of it. And, as-to 


the true reaſon for refufing the common favour of 
an Imprimatur o the following Sermon, (the au- 


thor, tbo requeſting it, not having been made ac- 


ee, with 3 the m muſt be - oh 70 on 
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Sr. Pay 'Y to the Romans, 


1. bo ſhall | eee us en the 15 of 
Chriſt ? Shall tribulation, or diſtreſs, 
or perſecution, or famine, or nakeaneſs, 

er il, or ſword? — Way; in all 

theſe things we are more than congue- 

N ON Him that loved 15. 


for che divinity of its dodirints aid 
1 „ of its language ! —like he king's 
daughter, celebrated by the pſalmiſt, all glorious 
within (in the excellency of OO) and n_y 
clothing was of wrought gold. 

And, if words ever took the head ac heart 
| captive at their will ; if language could ever ex- 
alt, animate and enflitnis,! - behold an Apoſtle, 
 triumphing over Greece and Rome, as much in 
D as in the powers of argu- 
A | ment! 
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Le 3 
ment And, if he has any where labour'd this 
point more abundantly; the height of his, and of 
all, eloquence ſeems to be comprehended in the 
concluſion of this chapter. And, where i is the 
wonder; when we conſider, what was his theme? 
A theme! no leſs than the glory of the Goſpel, 


in its triumphs over the world; over every cir- 


cumſtance in it hoſtile to virtue, and dreadful to 
human nature. For, that GOD may be glorified 
for the graces of Chriſtianity, the apoftle here 


draws forth the whole army of ſufferings, with 
the king of terrors in their rear 3 and makes each 


of theſe diſturbers of human peace paſs i in ſolemn 
review before the chriſtian warrior: pointing 


out, with a kind of heroic inſult, the weakneſs 


of each boaſting tormentor; and then 
the diſeiple of Chriſt, as going forth conquering 
and io corugutr bay, (for language itſelf muſt 


labour in ſueh exalted eloquence] as more than 


cangnrror, thro! the Saviour that loved him. 
believes, in this chapter, vinſd oy 


He gives 
| dan of the ſufferings, to which they were, and. 
would be expos d, in the reſolute profeiſion/and 


practice. of Chriſtianity : but withall reminding 
them, that, preſent ſufferiags arg nut worthy to be 
ared with future gleryiz and alfa expreſſing 


his firm. perſuakon, that »arhing would ſeparate 
e leave. — 
A | : P ays 


diſplays at 'once the various and: ſtrong conſola- 
tions offer d by the Goſpel,” and breathes the 
true ſpirit of chriſtian Magnadimity — a perſua- 
fion, that is; at the ſame time, the loudeſt call to 
Fortitude; kindling the holy flame in boſoms 
before unänimated, and blowing it up in thoſe 
warm'd already with its influence. In ſhort ; we 
hear, we feel che Apoſtle awakening; hinting 

every breaſt with his mighty voice; with a — 


almoſt 9 to that deere: gl that ſhall 


ſprite us from om the bes of ct 

& Hie —or, Perſecu- 
n Ws Fan 5 rule o, Nakedneſs — or, Peril 
—or, Sword? — Nay; in all theſe things we are 
wore tha Conquerors, throu ough "Him tt loved ub. 


* 
* 234 1315 1 


3 
* 
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—Hete chen we Rabe, difplyd, Warberg 
henfive Kinds of fuffering; which afsend fegu- 
larly in the ſcale of terror, frotm the firft and 
loweſt ſtep, tribulation ot trouble; to che kae nt 
ſevereſt, which is the ford or 8 

e e 0 vii 

And now, would to GOD! $0 wee ue ind 
ſo naturally by theſe words to the conſideration 
of bor nao danger. 1 do not mean, led to 
feat the preſent or greater danger, becauſs we 
are trus Eh but becauſe we are not 


263 


becauſe of the too general defection and apoſta: 
cy from Chriſtianity ; 3 becauſe, whilſt ſo many 
openly nee it, ſo many others, whe! *. 


wreachodly fallen, fond: the N —— | 


together with: the duties of that, ** name by 
hich they are called. 6 
But, if we can at al cen the fins of the 
times; if, from a ſtrange ſucceſſion of national 
misfortunes we may reaſonably infer e. 
for national guilt; if, from the preſent neceſſi 
ty of turning our Plough - ſhares into fivords por 
our pruning-hooks into ſpears, the ſtate of this, yet 
mighty Nation be grown univerſally alarming: 
| what can be the duty of chriſtian Miniſters, but 
to cry. aloud and ſhew the people their tranſgreſ- 
fions; and eſpecially, on the approaching day of 
: national humiliation? — to. provoke them by eve- 
ry powerful argument 10 the love of piety and 
good works — to exbort them to repent of their 
nun ou deviations from chriſtian Virtue — 
anunate them to hold faſt the chriſtian 


But t the ws __y to bs 
® See Note 1,2, 3, ke. at the end de- 


5 J 


decided are, whether we ſhall live Freemen, or 
Slaves; or elſe die, like Engliſhmen, in defence 
of Liberty — whether we ſhall till profeſs he 
truth of religion as it is in Jeſus, or live a nation 
of Idolaters; or elſe die, like Proteſtants, and 
add a glorious liſt of names to the noble Army of 


Britiſh Martyrs. For, every battle of the war- 


rior 1s with confu fed. noiſe and garments rolled in 


blood; but tD1s may be with burning and Fr 


of fire. 
But (as our apoſtle ſays) if GOD be for us, 


_ wobo ſhall be againſt us? If by a ſpeedy reforma- 
tion we recover the favour of Him, whoſe 0WN 
right hand hath planted this pleaſant vineyard ; 
neither ſhall the wild boar out of the woods root up 
and lay waſte its vines, nor ſhall the wild beaſt of 
the. field hurt or deſtroy in all this holy mountain. 

We are, as yet, happy in the poſſeſſion of a 
religion, which teaches the beſt method of guard- 
ing againſt misfortunes as well as bearing them; 
a religion, which calls upon us to 44 like Men 
in the defence of our Country, and will enable 


us to ſuffer like Chriſtians; by whoſe ſacred doc- 


trines we may live honourably, or die glori- 
_ oully.. 

But, does Chriſtianity then teach ſuch leſſons 
as theſe are? Ves, moſt certainly: and let us, 
. this time, ipduler: the powerful conſideration, 

Let 


+ hits — — 4 ec 2 nn 
— ——— — 


[6] 

Let us reflect, what reverence, what affection is 
due to that religion, which can kindle true great- 
neſs in the human ſoul ; which can perform ef- 
fectually, what all the wiſdom of the gentile 
world in vain pretended to, or rather dar'd not 
pretend to; which can enable man to triumph 
over all the evils of Life, and to be more than 
conqueror over all the terrors of Death, 

And, if this ſubje& of -chriſtian Fortitude 
comes at all recommended by the danger of the 
times; are we not invited to it, ſtill more parti- 


cularly, on this day? -- now, when we are grate- 


fully commemorating the converſion of the great 


| Apoſtle of the Gentiles; of Him, who probably 


firſt preach'd the glad tidings of ſalvation to Us 
Britons ; [2] of all the diſciples of his bleſſed 
lord, the moſt replete with chriſtian zeal; in 
action indefatigable, in ſuffering unconquerable! 
This is he, whoſe accumulated ſufferin gs are 
thus briefly comprehended — in Jabours moſt a- 
bundant, in ſtripes above meaſure, n a prijns Fe- 
Nen in deaths often. FH 

Behold then, in the Apoſtle ST. Paul the 


true chriſtian Hero! And contemplate in his 


life, for-more than thirty years, the wonders of 
Chriſtianity ; which, if we hold it faſt with e- 
qual ſtedfaſtneſs, will enable ws (in ſome mea- 
ſure) to * and to die like-Him. Nor i is this 

PE . the 


virtue 
he yas beheld this ſcene with pity; let him ad- 
mire with gratitude the hopes full of immortality, 
OT WOT 0 Nene" in the en 
1 e bana it is a ſubjec 140 mean 
importance ) take a view | 1ſt of HERATHEN, 
and. 2dly of CunisrIAN Fortitude. 
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tho! vain confidence of boaſting. It is founded on 


the principles of reaſon, inſtructed by the clear 
diſcoveries, animated by the gracious aſſiſtances, 
and fir'd by the glorious hopes held forth to man 
from Heaven in the revelation of the Son of 
GOD. St. Paul ſpeaks of all Chriſtians, when 


he ſays — GOD hath not given us the ſpirit of 
fear. And, with the ſame univerſal triumph, 


he ſpeaks in the text — Who ſhall ſeparate us 


from the love of Chrift? What a grand, what an 
auguſt idea arifes from this view of the chriſtian 


diſpenſation ; as being the only religion, that can 


adminiſter ſolid confolation here, becauſe the 


only one that proclaims the certainty of happi- 
neſs hereafter | [3] 


If then there be a FIN man, that wants an 


argument for the truth of Chriſtianity, founded 


firmly on the imperfection of reaſon and the ne- 


ceflity of revelation ;- let him attend to the per- 


ET 


| ol the wiſeſt Heathens, and ſee their 
under ſufferings. And, when 


It 


(8] 


If the wiſeſt of men in ancient and modern 
times have determin'd, that happineſs i is the end 
propos'd to man, and that virtue is the means of 
happineſs ; (4] it cannot be the duty of man to 
proſecute virtue at the expence of happineſs : 


conſequently, if in this life only he be capable of 


happineſs, he ought not to ſacrifice that life in 


compliment to any virtue. So that Fortitude un- 


der ſufferings muſt be founded upon the doc- 
trines of a future ſtate and final retribution. 
This remark premis'd, let us now caſt an eye on 
the Heathen world; and we may ſafely con- 
clude, that what. was practicable, or diſcover- 
able, in the cauſe of virtue, by human reaſon, 
ſhone forth in en Ariſtotle, d e - 


| SOCRATES 155 ban a by haben 
above every human being; to prove the ſufficien- 


cy of human reaſon, to inveſtigate, the duty of - 
Man, and the unity of GOD, and the ſufficiency 


of human courage, which enabled him to die « 
martyr to his religion. But, where are the vouch- 
ers for theſe mighty aſſeverations? Tho we re- 


Socrates, tis true, was eminently good; conſi- 
dering the general and groſs immoralities of his 


brother. Heathens. . Socrates; tis true, was emi- 


nently Nang but the — — of his wiſ- 


10 
* 
N 


verence Socrates, let us reverence truth more. 


dom 


dom lay truly, as he hinaſelf confeſſes. ingenu- 
ouſly, in the ſenſe, and acknowledgment of. his 

| own ignorance. 5] Socrates, tis granted, was 
Aljjuſtly put to death; [6] and the chief charge 
againſt him was, that he held the Gods f Athens 

to be-n0: Gods.” But Plato and pox rg me : 


tell us — be denied the charge. [y] I won 

ſaid he, Judges, at being charg'd thus; e the 

men here preſent have ſeen me ſacrifice on feſtival 

days. upon the public altars: nor have I ever ſacri- 

fic d to, or nani d, any other Gods. 8] And, leſt 

are aſſurd by his friend Xenophon, that his pri- 

vate advice was conformable to bis public prac- 

tice. [9] So that, if he did diſcover the one true 

GOD; [10] he had not the honeſty publickly to 

profeſs, nor the courage to communicate boldly 

Js the glorious diſcovery. Tis certain, that rather 
| wdahan be baniſhd[11}]-in; his old age (and he 

| Os touch d tenderly. upon his old age Leal as a hint 
in favour of his life) he choſe de m end 

to all his troubles. An fo death, hon has 131 1 

| hnow not, whether it be guad or evil. . lile a 

Peep\ without dreams, death admit no ſenſation; 

9 ——— ms 


8 what it ſaid (elan * to — * 5) 
Oat; Th” . that 


— — 
— evan -n01 ei, 
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that all the dead are there; awhat greater goo! than 
this 1 This is certuin, no vil can bappen to 4 good 
man, alive or dead; bit affairs being ibe contern + 
of we Gods, 0 But — . D _ Ian now 
Such was the 
aſted fortitude, ſuch the boaſted hopes, of the 
truly venerable Socrates}: thus fell the mighty 
ian of Heathen virtue. 
ARISTOTLE, who has left | A perlen of bis 


vaſt genius in his book of Ethics, has. plac'd 
fortitude at the head, as ca 


virtues. [17] But, how pitiable is his heroic 
principle in the day of trial! In zobat. circum- 


Aances (fays he) is fortitude to be manifeled? 1 5 


it not, in the moſt terrible But the moſt, ter 
is death; for that is the end, und there ſeems re- 
maining for .the' dead neither good nor evil. [18] 


Happineſs is only conſequent on virtuous actions: 


| but even perfett virtue will not give happineſs, 
ibout profperity,” and alſo\ without perfect life, 


and : that is ten excellent for man's nature. fag] 
Dearb muft be grievous to a man of fortitnde ;" yet 
he bears it patiently, becauſe. tis (xaMwv) beautiful 


7 LEECH info nw Ira HF WP 


ul-<oill be be at . 


| What's frangeſchameof happintl ;confeliad- 


[7 uhattainable at preſent, and it ſeerns to allow 


(WJ 
no chance for happineſs in reverſion ! And, as 
to fortitude; that is left to ſupport us, if it can: 


| the only motive here held forth to it is poſthu- 
mous fame, [21] or the honour (perhaps) of its 


being ſaid — Such a man was bravely miſerable 


hereafter * 


- But, tho' the Grecian philoſopher has ard; 
may not the Roman relieve us in this diſtreſs ? 


Hitherto ſhall Reaſon come,” and no further: that 
ſo, when'convinc'd'of the imperſect light given 
by the candle of the Lord in their own minds, 
men might the more chearful ly bleſs the Sun of 
righteouſneſs, who was ſoon to ariſe: (over the 
moral world) wir beuling in hit wings. 1 
F nen, ſays he, are ignorant of "their: dbiaf 
good, they muſt be ignorant of the rule of Hife. [22] 
And — that the ſame: perfan ſhould be happy, and 


yet oppreſi d with. many evils, vs \what I carinor. 


ſufficiently anderftand. [a3] No wonder then, he 
permits b/x good man, when troubles prove too 


powerful for his patience, 10 ge gently off the. 


flage; and put an end to pain and: life toge- 
ther. [24] And tho he, and others, did hold, 


dar no man ws te qult his-poſt in life wih- 


ommand from Heaven; yet they made. 
£433 4 f | B. 2 them- 


here, without the proſpec of being at all happy: 


Cicero was a man, whom GOD rais d up juſt 
before the coming of his Son, as if declaring == 


— a b N 4 — 
7 — ” * —— =, "a rBithey — nes — 
8 * „ * — a 
r — p 225 — — _s * * * 1 22 e * 4 3 1 * . a 
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now and then expreſſes the pantings of his he 


5 ere nie hats Gwe yen L. 
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themſelves the judges of the time of this;com- 
mee and ated rene ee [z 5] e mn 
felfrurder ? 261 F Is there. dipnity, in veg 
brave out of cowardice? Or is there heroiſm, in 


being bold to die, S e b 


live! 

We ſee then, how even Cicero was loſt 3 Fwy codes 
codtetrpletitn of this ſupereminent virtue (as he 
calls it) [27] for want of a firm belief of a fu- 
ture ſtate, I ſay, firm belief: becauſe, tho he 


and pours forth his ſoul in rapture at the thoughts 
of it; [28] yet in other places he ſpeaks the lan- 


guage of doubt, [29] and in others of abſolute 
_ diſbelief. [30] The late celebrated writer of his 


life, who. had certainly no prejudices i in favour 


of Chriſtianity, has made this ingenuous re- 
| mark. [371] From this View. of Cicero's religion, 5 


one cannot help obſerving, that the moſt exalted flate 


pre ana eee eee 
light , l Goſpel; which; bas: rex 


| led to babes | 
what was hidden from the wiſe; given not only the 


5 L131 

Thus was the art, of bearing misfortunes 
n a ſecret to the Heathen world; till 
Chriſt perfected the paſlive as well as the active 
virtues of mankind. Fame [32] and the love 
of their country ſtimulated men to ſome great 
exploits ; and philoſophy, in many caſes, taught 

them how to act, but it could not teach them 
how to ſuffer. They found virtue, under the ſe- 
verities of fortune, to be an empty name ; and, 
thro' fear of death, they were all their l * time ſub- 
Jef to bondage. 

The author of the religion of Natwe deli 5 857 
who has greatly enrich'd his moral ſcheme from 
the Goſpel, connects the ſubject of fortitude with 
that of @ future ſtate, as being the only firm baſis 
of that manly virtue. And, after all his beautiful 

| ſpeculations on the ſoul's immortality, has con- 
feſs d the inſufficiency of his boaſted Reaſon ; 
| and, at laſt, done ſome juſtice. to Revelation, 
by ſaying — Here I begin to be very ſenfible, how 
much I want a guide. [33]: So that, as to this 
virtue; Reaſon, we find, is 4 land of darkneſs; 
where the very lights are. as. darkneſs. Tis ex- 
treamly obſervable, that the three great philo- Na 
ſophers, before. mention d, ſeem to have agreed 
in this conjecture 34] that ſome. God would came 
from Heaven, and teach mankind : ſo ſen- 
able“ were . of the want of Revelation to diſ- : 


cover 


8 . 
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cover true happineſs and the method of Ban- 
ing it. And we ſeem therefore to hear them cry 
out, in the language of ſcripture — Who will ſhew 
us any good? Lord, lift thou up the light 4 oP 
countenance upon us. [3 ST 


Being thus led to Revelation; we may Proceed 
now to chriſtian fortitude ; and ſee, how this 
virtue ſtands in the philoſophy of GOD. And 
here, the challenge of the apoſtle occurs at once; 
— Who is he, that overcometh the world; but he, 
that believeth that Jeſus is the ſon of GOD? This 
is the victory, that overcometh the world ; even 
our faith. [36] 

A Chriſtian's belief then is a ſufficient gourd 
againſt the moſt inviting ſmiles and the moſt in- 
timidating frowns of fortune.” And, -marvel not 
at this (wonder not at the fortitude of a Chriſt- 
ian) for the hour is coming, in the which all that 
are in their graves ſhall hear the voice of GOD, 
and ſhall come forth; ' they, that have dine good, 
unto the reſurrection of life ; and they, that bave 
Ame evil, unto the reſurrection of ann Of 
the poffibility of a reſurrection there has been 
one proof, even to ſenſe, in the reſurrection of 
Chriſt; and another there is to reaſon, _ 
the power of GOD. And; as to certa 


| inty ; ; Wi 
have the word of CY ho raigd up? Him, 
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a the firſt-fruits of them that ſleep; of Him, who 
ſhall judge the world in righteouſneſs, and pro- 
nounce the ſentence of everlaſting happineſs or 

miſery — a Reward, high as Heaven] what 

may we not hope ? — - Puniſhment, "=P as Hell! 

what ſhall we not fear? 

The two great faculties of the human Gut 
are the underſtanding and the will: and, as to 
both theſe, Chriſtianity has a powerful preemi- 
nence in inſpiring real courage. To the under- 

ſanding is propos d an uniform ſyſtem of Mo- 

rals; ſo plain, that he awho run, may read. And 
will not the certainty, of being in the path to 
happineſs, greatly ahimate the traveller to en- 
counter the difficulties attending it? To the un- 
derſtanding is alſo propos d a fyftem of Religion, 
woes of ſtil} greater encouragements. 
St. Paul thus repreſents the divine oecono- 
my in the chriſtian diſpenfation — We have ac- 
ceſs to GOD, thro' CHRIST, by the holy Spi- 
RIT, [47] The Son of GOD is repreſerited, as 
preſent with the Father; to offer up our prayers, 
and intercede for the pardon of our fins, The 
boly SIE TT, as prefent with Us; to comfort 
nus under all our troubles, and to labour with us 
in working out our falvation. He then, that ſpa- 
red not his own ſon, but gave Hr up for ws all; 
r be not with Him eh. give us all "things? 
And, 


[16 ] 

And, as to the ſecond. point, hat! know: ye 
not, that ye are the temple of. GOD;. and that the | 
SPIRIT of GOD dwelleth in you? Tis this di- 
vine Gueſt, who pours out upon a virtuous con- 
duct the ſpirit of life and chearfulneſs; and ſup- 
ports us in the deepeſt diſtreſs, by ſpreading 
full before our minds the glories of the future 
world: and thus we abound in hope, * the 
power of the holy GHOST. 

To the will then is propos'd the greateſt on 
ſible happineſs. Self. love is interwoven in our 


conſtitution, and therefore invincible : [38] and 
GOD has held forth to it an infinite reward to 


kindle its ambition, and ſecure 1 its virtue; in de- 


fiance of all the little glitter of this earth, and 


the fleeting pleaſures offer · d us by fin; 2 reward! 


too great for language. to expreſs; 30 aſt” even be- 


yond imagination. to conceive;. infinitely ſuperior 
to all that had been before dreamt of by; Heathen 
philoſophy. AA TELAND WH AD 4% ; 
"For this foro 6 o be the tue nean gel S. 
Paul; when he commands Titus, t 9 affirm. con- 


Ranth the bope of eternal 1; ife, to encourage men 


to maintain good works ; and then adds (not 


= S. | S 


theſe tings are god, and profitable, but — Tag 


Pap theſe are, oe things, 
that are e beauti thu e Profil: ;— (Tit. z. 8) 
— which the Philoſo hers. (under, the very 


| ” terms) ; 
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terms) had ſtated ſo improperly. Here then, we 
have the joint motives of the beauty of virtue 
and the profit of it. And, as to happineſs being 
the proper motive to virtue; it is, as of rea- 
ſon, [39] fo the conſtant language of Revela- 
tion: [40] Chriſt came to teach us to live ſoberly, 
righteoufly and godly ; looking for that bleſſed 
Hoes. Hope is the moſt active paſſion in the 
ſoul; and no ſtronger appeal can poſſibly be 
made to it. [41] For, what is ſweeter than 
life? What, more glorious than a crown ? Yet 
we are not only aſſur d, that the life ſhall be e- 
verlaſting and the crown incorruptible ; but that 
the greateſt ſufferer ſhall wear the brighteſt 
crown. So that Chriſtianity has introduc'd a 
new language ; it gives dignity to diſgrace, and 
makes the miſerable man the object of our envy. 
To be exceeding glad under perſecution for rigůt- 
eoufneſs was a new commandment. This finiſh- 
ing ſtroke of perfection cloſes the beatitudes 
taught by our bleſſed Lord: and it could only 
be taught by Him; who, as Man, knew what 
it was to ſuffer; and who, as GOD, knew how 
to ſupport the ſufferer, under all the combina- 
tions of malice and of miſery. 

From this ſummit, let us for a moment look 
back; and' contemplate the Heathen and the 
Chriſtian Hero, both ſuffering for the fake of 
Virtue, C Let 


[ 38 } El... 
Loet Virtue: firſt plead ber cauſe before the 
Heathen ; let her be eloquent on her own 
charms, Will he then hear the vaice of this 
charmer, charm ſhe never ſo wiſely? The man 
choſe Virtue, and is miſerable ; how then will 
ſhe heal his grief, or ſoothe him in his ſuffer- 
ings? She may ſtill appear lovely in his eye; 
but cannot diſpel the gloom, that thickens round 
his heart. Or, perhaps, in the height of torture 
and the: agonies of death, he may cry out with 
Brutus, that Virtue bad betrayd bim. Whereas, 

let but Religion ſtep forth to the Chriſtian's aid, 
and lift up his fainting eyes to thoſe joys, to 
thoſe glories prepar d for him by the father of 
his being; he is now comforted, that before was 
tormented ; even flames loſe their force, and death 
its ſting, and the man paſſes mu ed into 

the future world. [42] 

But here — we ſhall be told by MP 
that this is only theory, and fuch theory may be 
all deluſion: produce us (ſay they) flubborn fads ; 
Nrw us the Men, that have thus liud and thus 

died : and then may we confeſs, that God is in you 

of truth. We thank you: n ren 
and the crown of all our rejoicing. - 

WMe haye ſeen then the Heathens 3 
race of life, without any certain courſe mark d 
out huh them; In gueſt of happineſs indeed, but 
in 


[ 19 ] 

in a multitude of paths, [43] croſſing and joſt- 
ling one another; the many feduc'd by every 
vice they met ; a few-ſtumbling now and then 
upon ſome ſhining virtue; all pleas d with ſun- 
ſhine; but fullen in a ſtorm, gloomy under 
trouble, [ 44] and flaves to the fear of ding. | 
od us now ſhift _ n 


And 1250 bet me Giſt mh lacy Hr IM, 
to whom every knee ſhould bow ; the Captain of 
our ſalvation, perfett thro ſufferings : and Him, 
| follow'd by @ great multitude, which no man can 
number. The mark of | theſe followers is the 
| croſs; and every one ſtands engag d by his ſacra- 
mental oath to follow his divine leader, and en- 
dure hardſhip as a good: ſaldier of Chrift. Behold 
Tun ſo running, net as uncertainly ;. ſo poem 
ut as thoſe that beat the air: but marching va- 
liantly, in one uniform path of life, in defiance 
af ten thouſand difficulties and dangers; and 

rancing thro' darkneſs and the ſhadow of 
ha; even. then fedring no evil: all prefiing for- 
_ ward .tmoards the prixe f their high calling; looks 
ing unto Ixsus, the author and the. finiſher of they 
faith ; who, for the joy that mas ſet before Him, 
endured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, * 
F e R059 throne oF GOD. 


8 | © Behold 


\ 


16 fer: becauſe (ſay they) our hght afliction, 
mere exceeding and eternal weight of Sr. 
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| Behold then, I ſay, firſt the Redeemer Him- 
ſelf; who might well animate to follow, where 
he led the glorious way — Be of good chear; I 
have overcome the world, Next to Him, behold 
the apoſtle Pau I, the neareſt follower of his 
victorious captain: he, who could ſay, the world 


fs crucified unto me, and Jumo the world: he, who 
could thus boaſt even of omnipotency, I can da 


all things, thro! Chrift, which firengtheneth me, 

After whom, let us view twelve plain men, 
call'd AyosTLEs; men, who gave up every 
thing in this world for the glory of the next: 
Eye-Witneſſes of the miraculous Life and Reſur- 
rection of their Lord; who ſeal'd the truth of 
thoſe amazing facts, each with his . own blood * 


men, who cowardly forſook their maſter in his 


ſufferings, but ſoon grew up into heroes, almoſt 
beyond belief th troubled on every fide, not diſ- 


treſſed ; tbo perplexed, not in deſpair ; perſecuted, 
but not forſaken ; caſt down, but not deflroyed — 
counting it all joy, that they were thought worthy 


which is but for a moment, worketh' for us a jar 


But, it may be ſaid — as theſe were under ex- 
raordinary afliſtances, their fortitude is beſides 
the queſtion, Let us proceed then to a Body of 
Men, who (for more than 200 years) ſuſtain d 

ATC 2 = womb — the 
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the ſhock of TEN PersecuTIONS; ſuch as muſt 
have deſtroy'd any religion founded by art and 
man's device: — Men, of whom the world was not 
worthy 1 They wandered about in ſheep-ſtins and 
gbat- eins; defiituted, affhited, tormented : they 
were tortured ; had trial of Fuel mockings and 
ſeourgings, of bonds and impriſonments ; were flo- 
ned, Jawn aſunder, flain with the favord : not ab- 
cepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better 


reſurrectionn?- 

Thus ſuffer d ThossAxps, with amazing in- 
trepidity; yet with ſuch amazing calmneſs, as 
could only flow from the deepeſt conviction: 
and all this, when their lives and fortunes had 
been ſafe, only by dropping a little incenſe upon 
the altar! Julian would not openly perſecute 
them, becauſe he envied them the glory of their 
ſufferings. Yet, perſecutors there were; and 

theſe flaughtering with ſuch rage, as nothing : 
could have been a match for, but the fortitude 
of the perſecuted. And indeed, Chriſtians be- 

came at laſt fo fond of martyrdom, that a decree 
was made in Spain to correct the riot of their 
zeal, and render them 18 prodigal of their 
blood. [45] | 

Should it bs date Cheiſtians' were thus = 
far alſo ſupported by the miraculous aſſiſtance of | | 
* h Ghoſt ; this would be allowing a ſtand- 


2 ing 
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ing miracle, in favour of Chriſtianity, for near 
three hundred years. The truth is — he Lord 
knoweth them that are bis; and as the. ſufferings of 
Chriſt abound in them, tbeir conſolatiomt will (al- 
ways) abound thro" Chrift.. Should the preceding 
fas be denied by-unbelievers (which they can- 
not be by men vers d in ancient hiſtory). we can 
produce them what they dare not deny; we can 
tell them But, who is there, that has not 
heard of the noble army of Martyrs in GREAT 


BRITAIN ? Men, Countrymen ; who, not more 
than two hundred years ago, met death in all 
its terrors, with a fortitude truly Primitive, 
with courage almoſt apoftolical !' r 
When one revolves the books of Britiſh Mar- 
tyrs, (for there are books, that record the glori- 
ous characters, and books much read when there 
was more zeal) when thus muſing, how does the 
ſacred fire kindle; and how do we glorify GOD; 
for giving ſuch power unto. men! In the infancy. 
of chriſtianity, the Goſpel was greatly eſtabliſh'd,, 
not only by the lives but by the deaths of com- 
mon chriſtians. And, i in theſe latter days, it has 
been reeſtabliſh d by the deaths of men and wo- 
men of equal bravery, becauſe equally ſupported 
by God's holy Spirit. For, had GOD fargateen 
to be gracious? Had be ſhut, up his loving-kinineſs 
in diſpleaſure? | No: be is the ſame GC r ver- 
day, to day, and for ever. Theſe 
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| Theſe glorious Reformers of Chriſtianity from 
the corruptions of Popery — they. /aboured, and 


awe are entered into their. Jabours, . In gratitude 
then, let us call to-mind the former days ; in which, 
hben our forefathers were illuminated, they endu- 
red a great fight of aſfictions. The firſt Chriſt- 


ians commemorated their Martyrs, at the very 
places, where the more eminent of their bre- 


thren had ſuffer d. And, is not bis the place, 
ſelected by divine providence, for an everlaſting 
memorial to us and to our ſucceſſors? Is not thrs 
hs city. that had the honour to be conſecrated 
by the deaths of the Three moſt eminent of all 
the Britiſh Martyrs? In this facred temple, they 
nobly defended the Faith, which we profeſs ; 
and then, as nobly died for it, upon. yonder pave- 
ment: [46] which pavement, when we recover 
that zeal which animated our forefathers, we 
Proteſtants ſhall view with this reflection — 
Here LATIMER and RiDLEy - here CxAx- 
e MER died! died; that ſo the trial of our pro- 
5 teſtant Faith, more precious. than of gold, being 
« thus tried in the fire, gi be een unto pray 
« and honour and glory,” [47]. 


Leet us hear the dying words of one - theſe 


diſtingu d Martyrs. [48] And who is be, that 
knoweth reformation from Popery to be God's cauſe, 
0 bur cauſe of Chriſt's wart to be the common 


welfare 


ta! 


welfare of all God's children — Who is be (I ay) 
that knoweth this by God's word and the teflimony 
of his own conſcience — Who is be (T ſay)" that 
knoweth this, and both Ioveth and feareth his maſ- 
ter Chrift, loveth his brotherhood, and longeth for 
_ everlaſting life — Who is he (T ſay again) that 
would not, that cannot, in THIS CAUSE ww content 
to die? [49] ä 

But, bleſſed be GOD! & the fortitude: of Fin 
liſh Chriſtians did not die with our Reformers. 
The glorious Spirit was diſplay'd again in this 
place, not longer than ſeventy years ago: when 
the truly-proteſtant GoverNos of one principal 
College ſacrific d their fortunes, [ 50] and would 
probably have offer d up their lives with the 
ſame chriſtian reſolution ; had the popiſh tyrant 
continued upon the throne, arm'd with ven- 
geance and arbitrary power. And, the very next 
year exhibited to the admiration of the world 
Seven ENGLISH BIshors, truly primitive; who 
could tell the fame tyrant to his face — they re- 


In d themſelves to the will of GOD — they frar'd 


nothing from men; and no puniſhments JUNE ever | 
ſhake their reſolutions. [51] 1 
By this noble ſtand thus illuſtriouſly Ui 
bere, and in the metr DPC is, Was the way great- 
ly prepar'd for TRY GLortovs RevoLuTION!! 


An Evan) ; ever to * mention'd by true Engliſh- 


men 
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men and true Proteſtants with tranſports of gra- 
titude: and, never to be forgot forgot it can- 
not be — never to be paſs d over in ſilence, in 
criminal ſilence, in this Pulpit in particular, on 


of it: N e e d Md 187 KW ; 

> Thus, have I humbly: atempted to Fu 1 
to divine Revelation, in its preeminence over 
human Reaſon; as to the virtue of fortitude un- 
der ſufferings. Ti 52]. Reaſon has .confeſs'd her 
ufficiency, . in the weakneſs of her ableſt ad- 


1 


* 


forth ber claim, has been abundantly jufified in 
ber children.. To which I beg to add: chat, tho 
the days in which we live are certainly evil; de- 


generated as many modern Chriſti are from 
the glorious ſpirit: of their forefathers ; 3 yet, at 
preſent — even in theſe days — ſhould Popery 
(ſo often drunk with the blood of 1 the ſaints, with 
tbe blood of the martyrs of Yeſus) ONCE, more pre- 
vail over us; and ſhould Perſecution, again: diſ- 


4 + — * 1 


play its bloody ſtandard: I am per 


P 


diſciples of Jeſus, unſhaken by torture, and faith- 
ful unto 3 not to be 3 "ay the 70 


Ts 0 5 iini * 10 A $4 {5 
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: and Revelation, tho exultingiy ſetting 
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Ard , Ment Buber x i a Fg = 
fuer the word of exhortation. Suffer it? Are not 
Ye the men, who teach the divine leſſon ? And 


many of you do indeed adorn the dotirene. And, 


would to GOD! that all, who hear me this day, | 
were not only almoſt, but altogether fuck 4 the A- 
poſtle of this ho e . In "Bis Bode and 1579 
ſecutions! 

It is Your high Waden fo. an earnifth 


for the faith inde dior us the ſaints. Go on 


in the ſame glorious contention and may GOD 
give you bis bleſſing ! Many excellent things are 


deſervedly ſpoken of this City of GOD ; as roit 
 pertaineth the teaching of the Law, and the ſervice 


of GOD, and the promiſes of the Goſpel. This 
Place is ſet for the defence of Chriſtianity ; and it 
is like the tower of David, builded for an armou- 
39; whereon bong a en! bucklers, af feds 

of mighty men. TAR 
E W it my be Uh) fal (% Irre it 


may) that this Place never abounded more in va- 
rious and extenſive Knowledge ; let it be faid alſo 

tio make it the perfection of beauty and the joy of 
the whole earth) that it never abounded more in 


Zeal-— in Zeal for the glory of GOD and alſo 


Jar be bee Phong; e neces 
_ of AE Aha really are — in all 
5 TS . 


* 
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things approving you elves the ſervants of Cbriſt, 


and alſo friends to The Defender of His Faith , 
friends to Him, who needs not fear the hand of 


an Aſſaſſin, to free either our Religion from 
ae ot var” Mal fron R of tres. 


No is the time to examine well the tate of 


the waters round” about it, whoſe rampart 


found of the trumpet and this dreadful alarm of 


war: à war, in which the cauſe of PRoTEST- 


Av T ISN itfelf is referr'd to the ſword and to the. 


60D of bat; under the conduct of Two 


Kings, allied in Magnanimity as in Birth. But, 


what are Theſe, againſt ſo many ; unleſs the Lord 
of hoſts' be wich us; nes gere gg dal F 
be allo c. refuge? 

: | GOD has gen this lahd rage lines 
ings. His hand! has lately been ſtretch'd forth 
upon our Cattle; anos, poten; and upd 
one of our fenced Cities, - tho' Arg and walled 
up'ro banden. here is/an bruder, erer 
eber better? (beter I) An — ND; tha that bud 
was the 
| fra; and whoſe wulf was from the' ſea? Ethiopia 

and Egypt were her firength, and it 'was infinite's 


ey wab de rorried away ure 153 
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© But © to. conclude + : Perſecution,” famine and 
the farord. now” edge viy are we prepat d to 
mett them? Let us aſl our own ibinds. = 
Do we find them brave; under the reflectiom? If 
our hearts die within us, at the very thought; 
then is our ftrength ſmall. Nothing can ſufficient- 
ly-anitnate; nothing; carry us on from contern- 
plation to action, and from doing to ſuffering; 
but Chriſtian Fortitude, founded upon the fin- 
cerity of our Virtues- Are yum mind then ſer 
O Ye Congregation? He (fays 
A. Bp. Tillotſon) who ai not [ive lite a Saint, 
ae will not die lite fb: Martyr; USE at; ers 

\ Tis true; greater is He that. is in us, than he 
that is in the world. But divine Grace is not ir- 
reſiſtible. It may be guench d; or it may be 
e ha yon Ws r. up ks a 
How this might wok within ee be 


n i 565 FT, farth-4 
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151 
of, this means of grace, inſtituted by Chriſt la: 
ſelf; let them embrace, <p _ up: 


portunity of receiving it. 54} | 1 


The Lord's Table, in ee denne 


95 much like that Altar, which St. Paul ſaw at A- 
chens, dedicated to-the unknown God. But w# 


know whom WE aworſhip. And therefore, in the 
name. of GOD, let me exhort that the public 


Table of the Lord, in theſe Schools of Chriſtia- 
nity, I ſay, that the public Tablæ be ſurrounded 
Mr: multitude of Chriſtians. Will vx alſo go a- 


way? [55] No: great in yourſelves and mich. 


ty in your influence, at this Table aſſemble to- 
gether, as becometh Chriſtians of the ſame Bo- 
dy 3 here bind 


Anthony, to, Gs 15 Raps to revenge N 
Colar's: murder, produced Cæſars body: be 
ſhew'd them: this wounds ; he was eloquent, up- i 


on every ſtream of his blood. [56] — In 


and what ane will it work 1 in every deyout 

mind! yea, what indignation againſt vice! yea, 
. what fear of GOD! yea, what vebement defire 
of virtue! yea, what zeal for the ME. of fe- 
19 the Saviour of the world | 


* ' 

1 ; 
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$ 
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on your Armour; here, from 
time to e! renew ene f pd Ghai 


ument is commemorated the death of Chriſt: | 


_— 


wo 
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As yet, there hath no temptation taken You, but 
ſuch as is common to man; and GOD grant, 
there never may! Yet, as ſome, nay great difficul- 
ties muſt be always encountred, in the midſt of a 
Crooked and perverſe generation, amongſt whom Ye 


ſhine as Lights; and as the conceited ſneer, the 


evil report, and tbe contradiftion of e ou 


be expected by every man that ſpeaks boldly-as be 


ought to peak: [57] You will henceforth re- 
member — that nothing is more chearful than 
bnocence — that nothing 1 is more daring than 
Truth — and, that Cyu ard; 1 nne 
Cbriſtianit . ba. 

But if, inſtead of Probe dtn 1 would 3 a 
riſe Perſecution; and Suffering advance, 
thro every formidable ſtage of it, from tribala- 
tion to the ſword : even then, my beloved Bre- 


 thren, be Te fledfaft, unmoveable,” alunys abottnd- 


ing in the work of the Lord; for as much at v 
KNOW they pe; ic not. penny in the 
Lord. | 
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3 N is 00 ee a corruption ot Chriſliani 
be 8 both of its internal and external evidence, AK 


fully prov'd in Dr Forlter's Sermon, before the — of 


Ox or : CB. - 
Bp Stillingfleet's. Orig. Britan. p. 36 —48; and Collier g 

Bare; Hitt. Great Brit. Vol. 1. p.4 —7. 
; . Ld Bolingbroke, in his philoſophical works (vol. I, p. 27 I, 

2633. 8vo) ſays — 7 he deftrine of future reward. and puniſp- 
ments (which is, no doubt, a great reftraint on men) ſuppoſes the 
immorta try of the ſoul. — It could be for the intereſi of the duc 
trines of the immortality of the ſoul, and by conſequence, of the re- 
wards and puniſpments of a future flate (which are the great 
bonds, that attach men to revealed religion) to let them reſt on the 
authority of revelation — revelation apart, there ſeems nd pf tive 
nor ah og proef of any of them. 


4. Thus, amongſt others, Ariſtotle ſays uon 8 =___ 


— xa OY agel meg Ker act) a aer grid gy 
ng $0 p4g140- Lib. 1. c. 9, 10. And Lactantius ſays (lib. 3.) — 


non virtus ipſa eft ſummum bonum, ſed effettrix eft ſummi boni; 


quoniam perveniri ad illud fine virtuts non poteſt. 


5. Ons un, w dilgewra, c4wnures 1519, os, warig — 
RR by0- . 19 Ty t mas confine. Tinto, Edit, 
orſter 


6. He ff x us, in the ſame Apology (p. 73 &c. ) that he woes 
hated by the Athenians, for expoſing their ignorance z and for cen- 
ſuring them, as nat careful enough of moral virtue. One great 
cauſe of his death was his, frequently reproaching Anytus z for 
being aſham'd to own, that he earn'd his living as a Leatber- 
dreſſer, and yy as an nar: See ner s lives of the rails 
phers, part 3. ch. g. 

7. Plato, p. 8a, 106. Xenoph,. p. 703; 795, vas, 803. Ear. 
Leunclav. 


8. AM $14, e adhs. * e e — os — 
mos vopules Jus, # - dre 00 34 ft by Tas. g Soglees, 

m Twy Iypugoruv Prprur, 66 ayeverTes ig. Ov 1032, 
| or Ne eee ug M, u Wuwy nor xatvos Sou - 
e, u ebe, W . eee eee Arten. 
703, 705. 


2 Xen p. 722, 803, 814. 5 
| : Xenoph. p, 788, (8,234): allews, that aur . Saviour fund 
the 1 world in a ftate of 2 concerning that firſt principle 


of natural religion, the true God. But admitting, that Socrates 


was one of thoſe meant by St. Paul „ Who knew GOD z yet was 
he 
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NOT ES. 


he alſo one of thoſe, who ghorij ed hin not as (GOD. case 


ſays — Socrates afferted ane ſupreine 

other inferior Gods of the Pagans. 
the Pagan religion, may appear (in 
he had drunk the poiſon, be requir*d bis | 
Cock for him to ÆAſtulapius. And we may conclude this opinion, 
his being condemn'd for denying the many Gods of the Pagans, to 
a vulgar error. (Intell. Syft. p. 398 — 401: Edit. 2) The cir- 
cumſtance of the Cock was not miention'd in the pr 
mon, tho' very remarkable, becauſe variouſly explain'd; yet, af - 
ter all, the literal and obvious ſeems the ok ee : eſpecially as 


God, but did not reject all thoſe 
And New conformable be was to 
om” this,” that, after 
ends to offer a "votive 


of 


eceding Ser- 


Cicero commanded nearly the ſame to his wife, in theſe words — 
Mibi Deus aliquis medicinam fecifſe videtur : cui quidem ti Deo pie e 
& cafte ſatisfacias, id eff, n & -E / calapio. E Pt. 14, 7 


It. 


16. 


Plato, p. 


Plato, p. 60, 1133 &c. Xenoph. p. 816, 617. TR 
Plato, p. 89, 110, 118 — l22. 8 


110. 


* 
Er 


Plato, in his Phædo, ſpeaks of fbi; ; 55 1 159. 
Concerning this tradition, ſee Di Law's extracts from 


in his Theory of Religion, p. 109. Edit. 3. 
Socrates ſpeaks, or rather is made to ſpeak, - 


ably of a future ſtate in the Phædo than in the . "Becauſe 
Plato thought it neceſlary in the latter to give the very words of 


Socrates ; but in the former (as frequently; elſewhere) he has put 


own notions into the mouth of Socrates.” See p. 77. 


93,1585 5. Edit. z. 
17. Ar Aviltor, Eh. lib. 3-\cap. 6. * 
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3. To 9. SAT * 4% y 
L. 101 c. 7. Vid. 1. 4. eq; 15 


22. Summum bonum fi ignoretun, vivendi ratianem aer ne- 
5, 6. Theſe are the words of Piſo; Who, in this 


aſe et. De fin. 
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| Cicero: 
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ch himſelf thought juſt the ſame ; as to the neceſſity of diſ 

covering man's chief good: and, in his own perſon, on this very 

ſubject, he ſays (1, 4) quidef enim in vita tantopere quærendum, 

| my quid ft Finis ; guo Ant omnia bene vivendi confilia 2 
? &c. 


23. Eundem & beatum He, 2 multis malis hen; hec ” 
modo conveniant, non ſane intelligo. De fin. 5, 26. | 
24. Si tolerabiles Ant, feramus; fin minus, quo animo d vita, 
cum ea non placeat, tanquam d theatro, exeamus. De fin. 1,15. 
Thus ſpeaks Torquatus, defending the Epicurean principles. But 
if Cicero, in his reply, does not proteſt againſt but agree to theſe 
words; they may then be conſider'd as the words, at leaſt as ex- 
preſſing the Arie f of Cicero himſelf, In the next book then (Se#. 
29) Cicero ſays, on this very point — Que eff iſta relaxatio, cum 
& preteriti doloris memoria recens eft, & futuri atque impendentis 
torquet timor?  Moriatur, inquit (Epicurus.) Fortaſſe ip orrI- 
MUM. The following ova will farther aſcertain this important 
int. | | 
* 5. Caro fic abiit 2 vita, ut nh ie au fe ele 
gauderet. Vetat enim dominans ille in nobis Deus, injuſſu hinc nos . 
ſuo demigrare : cum vero cauſam juſtam Deus ipſe dederit, ut tunc 
Socrati, nunc Car ox, ſæpe multis : ne ille, nedius Edius, vir 
ſapiens lætus ex bis tenebris in lucem illam exceſerit : nec tamen 
illla vincla carceris ruperit; leges enim vetant : ſed tanguam d na- 
giſtratu, aut ab aligud poteflate legitima, fic a Deo evocatus atque- 
 emiſſus exierit, Tuſc. Quæſt. 1, 30. "Tis ſtrange, that the cele-- 
brated Dr. Clarke ſhould (in his Evidences, Propoſ. 1, 3) quote 
_ this paſlage, as di/countenancing Suicide; and, the better to re- 
_ commend ſuch a meaning, leave out the very parts relating to- 
Caro, which ſhew the impoſſibility of its * ſo intended! 
For — did not Cato kill himſelf? Moſt certainly. And, docs 
not Cicero praiſe him for it? As certainly. Nay ; he wrote 4 
2 ſoon after Cato's death, on purpoſe to exto! Cato to the 
There are then certain circumſtances 3 which, in Cicero's\. 
oe, will excuſe Suicide; or rather, will make Suicide a 4 u- 
ty. It ſeems very clear ; that Cicero, by the honourable mention + 
of Cato's death, in this and other paſlages, means, that Cato had 
a call, a divine "command, a juſt cauſe, to quit life by putting an 
. end to it with an ack of violence. And if Suicide be here 2ppro- 
ved in Cato; can it be fairly condemn'd in others, when oppreſid 
with troubles like Cato? Muſt not thaſe others (and he here 
joins many others with Cato) when equally diſtreſs d, be ſuppos'd 
to have the ſame ſort of call and command and cauſe, for q ting 
Life likewiſe? (As to Socrates; Cicero here conſiders him as 2c- 


Wi bis e ; de not waking the cuſtomary methods e 


34 NOTE S. 


preſerve his life, and by refuſing to eſeape out of priſom: See. 
29.) The divine call then, of which Cicero here ſpeaks, ſeems. 
clearly to be that divine diſpoſition of | things, in which it is far 
better to die than to live ; i. e. in caſes of uncommon miſery. . 
That this call or cauſe might happen to others, as well as 
Cato; and that Cicero thought, be him/elf might fafely lay claim 
to it; ſeems farther deducible from the words following — Breve. 
religuum vite non, fine causà, deſerendum eff, — Cato periit pre - 
clare. Jam iſtuc guiden, cum. volemus, licebit. De Senec. 20. 
| Epiſt. 9,18. In his Offices (1, 31) he tells his own Sqn, that a 
nan ought- to kill bimſelf in certain circumftances; as Cato did. 
But, might not, ought not Cato's «//ociates to have kill'd them- 
ſelves likewiſe? Perhaps, he ſays (and 'tis only a perhaps ) they 
might have done wrong ; as their manners were more mild and flex- 
ible : whereas Cato, being furniſh'd by nature with incredible gra- 
vity confirm d by perpetual conftancy, ought to die rather than look 
the tyrant in the face! But, with ſubmiſſion ; was not that of 
all times the moſt proper for Cate to be Ry and to mani- 
feſt Ws Srmneſs and his tonſtancy ? ' | ta yas 
Tuftum & tenacem propofiti Virum | 
Non vultus inſtantis Tyranni 
Mente quatit ſolidd. N 
Middleton ſays ( Lif. Cic. 2, 495 4to) when. Cicero receiv'd 
ues of the proſcription, he was doubtful what conrſe to ſteer; but, 
after all his deliberations, none pleas d bim ſo much as the arpadi. 
ent of dying: ſo that, as Plutarch ſays, be had ſome thoughts of 
returning to the city, and killing himſelf in Cæſar's houſe. And 
Law (Theory p. 112) ſays That Cicero had great doubis of a 
Providente, is Full eon by the learned author of Ep. ad C. Mid- 
Kieran, p. 74. That be recommended Suicide, as the beſt refuge 
in aſficbian; and, bad frequent theughts of putting it in practice; 


\ 


is no leſs clearly prov'd by the ſame turitor. Cicero himſelf declares, 


| be was with Kl withheld from it, by tbe intreaty of bis 
 Jriends:: and his not doing it was greatly owing to the ſame notorious 
wart of cotrage, which diſabled. him from bearin misfortunes 
decently. This long Note has been made the moſe full; as ſeve- 
rab Cxities have e 
that ws ey MC's Se. Murder. TW 
Te N nenen, U u Avanger, Us u, 

Hy Ber da. Ariſtot. Lab. ee 8 | 
| On to Cato, Rated by St. Auſtin, de civ. Dei. 13 22, 23, 24. 
And (19, 4) he 2 oebfecro, Cats ille, patientid an po- 
ſius impatiantid, fe peremit ? * enim bor fueifer, niſi viforiam 
Coſaris impatieuter rulifſat. Ubi ef ronrirvbo ? Nempe cee: 


| = AND nempe — * ut vitam beatam 
derelingutrets 


NOT E S. 35 


derelingneret, defereret, fugeret.— O vitam nn nue, t A. 
niatur, mortis guærit auxilium ! | 
27. Tuſc. Quæſt. 2, £3 153. 16 

28. The Joy ariſing, at times, from this Aubimis proſpect of 
Futurity, reminds one of the following words — 20d ſi ipſam 
 Honeftatem undi pus perfectam & abſolutam, rem unam preclariſf- 
mam omnium, penitus viderent ; quonam gaudio complerentur : cum 
tantopere tjus adumbratd opinione lætentur ! De fin. 5, 24. 

_ 3 Quæſ. 1; 9, 11, 36, 46, 49. De Sen. 19, 22. Ss 
1 30. Tui. Quaeſ. I, 34: 5,40. Epiſ. 5. 21: 15 4, 21. The 
Learned agree, that Cicero's real opinions are diſcoverable with 
moſt certainty from his Epiſtles. | But, even in theſe, this grand 
point is ſtated differently : which ſhews the great uncertainty of 
his mind about it. There are, ſays Ld Bolingbroke (a, 390) many 
things inconſiſtent and contradiftory in the ancient philoſophers, e. 
ven among thoſe who wrote with the ** clearnſs and Rn 
| fer J except neither Cicero nor Seneca... | 

_ 31. Middleton's life of Cicero, vol. 2. p p. 562. 37 5 | 

32. Fame, not being eſtabliſh'd upon ſolid principles, in x 2 
ſtate of Heatheniſm, led great men to baſe as well as worthy ac- 
tions. No virtue ſeems more eaſily ſtated by reaſon, nor more 

neceſſary to the happineſs of ſociety, than Veracity: and yet, 
how did Cicero himſelf offend againſt this cardinal virtue! Deſi- 
ring Lucceius the hiſtorian'to celebrate his Conſulſhip, he ſays 
uid fe illa tibi nun tantopere videntur ornanda F Sed. tamen 
te plane etiam atgue etiam rogo, ut ornes ea vebementius etian quam 
Jentis, & leges hiſtoriæ negligas — amorique neftro pluſcrlum etian 
quam concedet veritas, eee co Ol ARE We TW 

[2 

8 5 Wollaſton, Set. , 8, near the end. 

34. As to Plato; many paſſages have been ſelected by Aiffe- 
rent writers, expreſſing his ſenſe of the imperfection of Reaſon in 
moral and religious matters, with his withes and hopes of a di: 
vine Inſtructer; thoſe from. his fecend Alcibiades will be very. 
ſtrong, if compar'd with and explain'd by the ref. See 18 paſſa- 
ges quoted by Dr. Clarke; in his Evjdences, p. 159 - 205, 8vo.. Ae 
to GEE probably he had in his eye the preceding. wiſhes of 

Plato, . (whom he ſo ſupremely .admir'd) where, ſpeaking of the 

Soul exiſting or not after death, he ſays — Deus aliquis viderit. 
Tuſc. Queſ.1, 11. And, as to Ariſtatle; we read in Czlius 
Rhodiginus — proditum oft monumentis, quod guum Ariftoteles en- 
trema ſibi ingruere præſen et, eum Prime Cauſe miſericordiam 
intentius implurqſe; quin & Homeri ſententiam vehementer appro- 
. gud non He immortalibus Diis n nen He- 
N | 2 minis 


36 NOTE S. 
minis induere naturam, quo ab erroribus ſevocentur mortales. Lee- 
tion. antiq. 17, 34. Iis very obſervable, that Ld Bolingbroke, 
after attempting to differ from Dr Clarke, as to the Alcibiades 
before-mention'd, is compell'd to add — But it muſt be admitted, 
that Plato inſinuates, in many places, the want, or the neceſſity, 
of a divine revelation, to diſcover the external ſervice God requires, 
and the expiation for fin, and to give ftronger aſſurances of the ro- 
wards and puniſpments that await men in another world: 4, 178. 
m=— The heathen Philoſophers had not ſufficient means of reforming 
mankind ; ſo far their COMPLAINTS were well founded: 4, 186. 
— Under ihe chriftian diſpenſation, ſome means of reformation, 
really wanting to the philoſophers, were amply. ſupplied : 4, 229. 
35. Thus the very obſcure phraſes of St. Paul, juſt before the 
text, ſeem to repreſent the whole Gentile world, as hoking out 
with eager expectation and groaning for ſuch a remedy and relief 
as is brought by the Goſpel --- The earneſt expectation of the 
creature (creation) waiteth for the manifeſtation of the ſons. of 
60D — we know, that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth 
in pain together until now, See ver. 1 923 explain d in Dod- 
dridge's fam. expoſfitor, vol. 4 

36. The man, who overcomes the world, the man of true h 
nanimity and N wer is admirably deſerib'd by Cicero; (7 4 
Quſ. 4, 17) tho? the character can only be exemplified ful y up- 
on chriſtian principles — I, guiſquis eff, gui moderatiane & con- 
Hantid quietus animo eft, fibigue ipſe placatus, ut nec tabeſcat mo- 
Wftiis, nec frangatur timore, nec fttienter quid expetens ardeat de- 


io, nec alacritate futili geſtiens deliqueſcat, is ES 8ayp1mns, | 


guem Imus, is eff BEATUS : cui nibil bhumanarum rerum aut 
intolerabile ad demittendum animum, aut nimis lætabile ad efferen- 
dum videri pot. Quid enim videatur 81 magnum, in rebus bu- 
manis, cui Æternitas omnis totinſgue Mundi nota fit magnitude ? 
This, tho? the juſt charater of The True Chriſtian, is remarka- 
| bly different from that of our great Philoſopher | himſelf ; for 
Middleton allows it in general to be true — that Cicero was tos 
Jenguin in proſperity, tos deſponding in adverſity. 2, 526. 

$4 See this this important point Rated in Bp Sherlock' Sermons , 

25 P. 33. 

38. Ordiamur ab to, quod primum 5 Omne animal ſeipum 
Ages quod dubitationem non habet; eft enim infixum in ipſd 
naturd, comprebenditur ſuis cujuſque ſenſibus, fie ut, contra fi ver 
dicere velit, non audi atur. De finib. 5, 10. And Ld Sbafts 
ater all is exclamation againſt rendring religion mercenary by th | 
Her- ſal of future rewards, has tried to remove the unfavourable 

generally entertain'd of a very good word, when properly 
underſtood — 7 is the height of 'wi/dom, ſa ys he, #0 doubt, to be 
rightly SELFISH, On Wit &c, SeR. 3. 239. See 
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39. See Bp Conybeare's Defence rev. Religion; ch. 8: Dr 
Warburton's Legation ; vol. 1, p. 57; Edit. 2: and Dr Clarke's 
Evidences; p. z, 125, 127. To theſe we may add Ld Shafts- 
bury, who ſays — 715 certain, that the principle of fear of future 
puniſhment, and hope of future reward, how mercenary or ſervile 
ſoever it may be accounted, is yet, in many circumſtances, a great 
ſecurity and ſupport to virtue: &c.— And — whoever is ftrongly 

-ſuaded, in the main, that vIRTUE CAUSES HAPPINESS, car- 
ries with him that ſecurity and aſſurance to virtue, which is regui- 
red. Or, tho" he does not believe Virtue his real intereſt at preſent 


Der, ibo“ he believe little of the immediate interpoſition of provi- 


dence in this life ; yet, if he believes rewards and puniſhments in a 
future, be. bas the ſame advantage and ſecurity, whilſt his belief is 
ſteady &c. Virtue ; par. 3. ſec. 3. | 

40. He, that cometh to GOD, muſt believe that He is; and 
that He is a rewarder of them that diligently ſeek Him. Heb.11,6. 

41. Human life is checquer'd variouſly with good and evil; and 
as the good has often ſome alloy, ſo the evil is ſoſten'd by many cir- 
cumſtances — above all, by Hor, that cordial drop which ſweetens 
every bitter potion, even THE LAST. Ld Bolingbroke, 4, 380. 

42. See Letter to a Deiſt, p. 22; 1726. 

43. De finibus (ſummo bono& malo) inveniendis, multum labo- 
raverunt, qui ſtudium ſapientiæ in bujus ſæculi vanitate profeſſi 
ſunt ; diverſis errantes modis. —— Ex tripartita generalium diſ- 
tributione Sectarum, Marcus Varro, in libro de philoſophia, tam 
- multam dogmatum varietatem ſcrutatus advertit, ut ad 288 Sefas 
facillime perveniret. Auguſt, de civ. Dei: 19, t. | 


44. Lucceius thus cenſures his friend Cicero — Sin autem, f. 


cat Ne dum eras, lachrymis & triſtitiæ te tradidifti ; non poſſum 
te non accuſare. Quid enim? Tu non intelliges, te querelis quo- 
. tidianis nibil proficereP Non intelliges, duplicari ſolicitudines 
How deſponding is this Philoſopher's anſwer --- dicerem jucun- 
dus; nift id verbum in omne tempus perdidiſſem.—Illius tanti vul- 
neris, quite remedia efſs debebant, ea nulla ſunt. --- Literis utor af- 
fiaut: fed ipſæ illæ videntur quaſh exprobrare, quod in ed viti ma- 
neam, in gud nibil inſit nifi propagatio miſerrimi temporis. Epiſt. 
553 14, 15. : | | 


One great reaſon, for the want of patience and fortitude in theſe. 


_ philoſophers,” might be --- their imagining, that they were men 
of perfect virtue, and yet were not all indebted to the Gods for be- 
ing ſo: and therefore, as they thought the Gods caus'd adver- 
ſity (tho? not virtue) they were offended at their Divinities, as 
making an ill return for the merit of their virtues. Thus Cicero 
ſays of himſelf --- cum omni vacem culpa ; and to Meſcinius — 
cuſpd ac peccate ſemper. caruiſti & carebis, Epiſt. 6,3; 5,20. — 


Omnes 


3 
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 Omnes mortales fic habent, externas commoditates 2 Diis ſe habare; 
virtutem autem nemo. Nam guis, quod bonus vir et, * 
Diis egit unquam ? De nat. Deor. 3, 36. W 

45. Council of Eliberis. (Elvira) in Spain, ann. . 305. iy | 
46. In the public Street, juſt before Balliol College.” See Fo ox 5 
Eccleſ. Hiſtory, Vol. 3, p. 5o0ũ2. 

47. Latiner, Bp Worceſter, and Ridley, Bp Loddon. were 
burnt together; on Octob. 16, 1555. As ſoon as the fire was 
| kindled, Latimer ſaid to Ridley — Be of good comfort, We ſpall 
this Jay, by God's grace, light ſuch a candle in England; as, 1 
truſt, all never be put out At the ſame place, (on Mar. 21, 
1556) was burnt Cranmer, A. Bp Canterbury; after more =" | 
2. years confinement in the City Priſon, Cranmer, it is true, re- 
canted, But yet; when we reflect upon the principal hand he 
had in, and the fervent zeal he undauntedly manifeſted for the 
Reformation, during many years; and, that he was therefore 
mark'd out as the principal ſacrifice to Popery : and, when we 
conſider the aſtoniſhing reſolution, with which he put his hand 
(which ſign'd the Recantation) firſt into the flames, holding it 
immoveable till burnt from his body, and frequently crying out 
That unworthy right hand : it ſeems but ſtrict juſtice, to honour 
him with the title of 4 Proteſtant Martyr. © 

48. Bp Ridley; the maſt learned and conſiderable of the Three. 
See Fox, 3, 507. . 

49. Fox, in his preface, ſpeaking of theſe Worthies, aye — 

Let us pray, that the like STOUTNEs8 may be perceiv'd in all Ec- 
clefiaſtical and Learned Men, where the Truth ought to be de. 
Fended! . 

. 60. The F ellows of Magdalen College (all but 2) 8 9 
admit a Popiſh Preſident, nominated by James zd, were capell'd 
r e e Novem. 16, 1687. 

51. Before James 2d, on May 18th ; and before his Council, 
June 8, 1688. 

TS. "The force of truth is nncommonly manifeſted, Un. the fol. 
lowing conceſſion made by Ld Shaftebury ; Who, at the very 
time of making it, could not avoid a weak ſneer even at Himſelf 
las well as at the Clergy) for coming well-nigh unto preaching 4 

ſermon. He ſays — A future ſtate is, to a Cbriſtian, ſufficient to 

' clear every dark cloud 0 Fl Providence, For he needs not be over-and- 
above ſollicitous as to the fate of Virtue in this world, who is ſecure 
of hereafter. — Tis a future exiſtence, whith renders Vi irtue fo il- 
tuſtrions, and makes its cauſe triumphant. Moraliſts; par. 2, ſec. 3. 
To this ſolemn paſſage may be ſubjoin'd another, equally 
Arts; and both together may perhaps uſefully affect ſome rea- 
48 at this ſeaſon bo uncommon danger; under he er. 


SAT H 
diſappointment: of the ſchemes of the Great, owing probably to 


their contempt of Religious Principles, and to a general negle, 


if not profanation, of the Word of GOD. — Thus /aith the Lord: 
Shall they fall and not ariſe? I hearkened and heard; but they 
Jhake not aright : no man. repented him of his own wickedneſs, ſay- 
ing, What have I done? But every one turned to his courſe ; as 
. the horſe ruſbeth into the battle — My people know not the judg- 
ment f the Lord. How do ye ſay, We are wiſe ; and the law of 
the Lord is with us? Lo! certainly in vain made he it; the pen 
of the ſcribes is in vain! The wiſe men are aſhamed ; they are diſ- 
mayed and taken: lo! they have rejected the word of the Lord; 
and, what wiſdom is in them? Jerem:8. Is 
54.-Great wonder has been expreſs'd, how this Sacrament 
could poflibly be introduc'd in a Sermon upon Fortitude. It may 
be anſwer'd — that tis indeed ſurprizing, men ſhould ſet up for 
Critics, without even knowing, that the Means are neceſſary to 
the End ! Cicero, if of their acquaintance, would have inform'd 
them, that every method, likely to excite Fortitude, ſhould be 
us'd in times of ſuffering — Si ille ſapiens ad tortoris ecultum a ty- 
ranno ire cogatur ; ut magnum & difficile certamen iniens (cum fibi 
cum capitali adverſario, dolore, depugnandum wvideret) excitaret 
omnes rationes fortitudinis ac patientie ; quarum prefidio iniret il- 
lad difficile, ut dixi, magnumgque prælium. De fin. 4, 12. 


Of all the methods proper to excite chriſtian Fortitude, this | 


Sermon recommended but one; but it is /uch a oxe ! as demands 
the reverence of every Chriſtian, much more of every Miniſter 
of the Goſpel. For certainly, if ee who preach, or ſhould 
preach to others the benefits of receiving the Lord's Supper, can 
very contentedly turn their own backs upon it I forbear to 
| fay, what the cenſure of the Goſpel is on men, who ſubvert their 
own doctrine by their own practice. Cum corum vita mirabili- 
ter pugnat oratio ; quod quidem mihi videtur efſe turpiſſimum. Phi- 
bophus, in ratione vitæ peccans, hoc turpior eſt; quod in officio, 
eujus magiſter eſſe vult, labitur; artemque vite profeſſus, delin- 
quit in vita. Tuſc. * 2, 4. Another method, powerful to 
excite chriſtian Fortitude, is Prayer; Prayer offer d up frequent - 
ly and fervently, And the Reader may ſee this great duty, as 
well as the former, recommended on this very ſubje& (chri/tian 
Confidence in times of danger) in a truly-excellent Sermon, preach'd 


by Mr Arch-deacon Spry, before the Univerſity of Oxford, du- 


ring the late Rebellion. 8 . Fo 
55. It may be neceſſary to obſerve, thus publickly — that, 
tho? the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is adminiſter'd in many, 


perhaps in all, our Colleges, once every month; yet that it is 


offer'd, on certain days, to The Univerſity, at leaſt to the Senior 


part 
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part of it, in their public Church. The Sermon therefore means 
only to intimate — that, how conſtantly ſoever the Governors 
and Fellows of Colleges may receive this Sacrament in . 
vate Chapels; yet that the Lord's Table, at the Univerſity- 
Church, ſhould by no means be deſerted: but that the devout 
Communicants, thus publickly aſſembled, be Many —— on 
account of the great importance of their Example to the Youth 
under their care; and ſtill more, for the ſake of the Benefits de- 


| riv'd to Themſelves. 


56. This famous article of Hiſtory is evidently meant here, 
as an illuſtration only, and not as an exact parallel to the caſe of 
this Sacrament. It has been mention 'd, and more at large; in 
Diſcourſes on this Sacrament, by Proteſtants, without the leaſt 
reflection made of it's having a tendency to Popery. And ſurely, 
no ſuch objection need have been made, at preſent ; when tis 
conſider'd — that, (according to the Church of England) the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt are indeed receiv'd by the faithful, in 
this Sacrament : that, the Bread and Wine are meant to repre- 


ſet forth as crucified before 
Chi 


Chriſtians to deſtroy thoſe 


ſent his Body broken and his Blood pour'd out: and therefore, 
that the ſight of this Sacrament, in which Chrift ir thus evidently 


our eyes, is full as likely to animate 
ſins for which Chriſt died, as the 


ſight of Czſar's Body was to urge the Romans to deſtroy Celar's | 


murderers. 


3: 18, 26: 19, 8, Eph. 6; 19, 20, 


